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    Department Hand Book

"Act well your part; there all honor lies."
-International Thespian Society Motto
Welcome to the George Washington High School Theatre Department! 

Mission Statement:

The Performing Arts Department at George Washington High School offers its students the op­portunity to empower and enlighten their lives through the study, performance and appreciation of Music, Theatre, and Dance. The aims of all the Performing Arts subjects are to enable students to:
·    enjoy lifelong engagement with the arts
·    become informed, reflective and critical practitioners in the arts
·    understand the dynamic and changing nature of the arts
·    explore and value the diversity of the arts across time, place and cultures
·    express ideas with confidence and competence
·    develop perceptual and analytical skills
·    develop their knowledge and potential as performing artists, both personally and collaboratively.
Our Space:


We have a large proscenium theatre with balcony. We also have an automatic fly system with a +40' fly house. The expanse of our stage allows us to design and assemble both set and seating on stage for more intimate shows. This gives us a versatile black box to play with thrust and in-the-round productions as well.   

Breakdown and Process:


The whole department encompasses; the Classes, the Patriot Players Mainstage Productions, our Drama Club, our Thespian Troupe, and our Improv Troupe [panda]MONIUM!. Involvement in any part of the department does not require involvement in any other part. However, we encourage all students to get involved wherever they can and hope they have a fun time with our family. 
Parent Group:

Our Patriot Players Parent Group is currently being reformatted into the Performing Arts Department Patrons.  If you are interested in becoming involved with the performing arts please contact Shelby_OClair@dpsk12.org.  We are looking for parents to help in many ways.  Some examples are concessions, ticket sales, building sets, working on the annual silent auction, and publicity.
Mainstage Productions
Script Selection and Announcement:


The Patriot Players currently produce three mainstage shows per year, including one modern play, one classical play, and one musical.  The Theater Director, in collaboration with student’s suggestions as well as the full Performing Arts Department Faculty, selects shows.  Once selected, the shows are announced at the end of the current school year. 
Interviews:


In the last weeks of each school year, students have the opportunity to interview for positions on the production team of each show. Positions include; Student Director, Stage Manager, Scenic Designer, Costume Designer, Lighting Designer and Sound Designer. Any student is eligible to interview however students are not guaranteed the positions interviewed for and may find themselves in a different roll than they expected. Final selections will be posted on the website at the conclusion of all interviews. 

Auditions:

Preparation:

Each show has its own requirements.  Standard requirements are cold-readings and ensemble movement as well as an optional one-minute monologue appropriate to the show’s genre and/or a 16 bar musical selection. 

What to expect when there?:

The most important thing the directors are looking for are enthusiasm, good attitudes, and bold choices.  Have fun and enjoy creating characters!  


Callbacks may occur after the initial auditions, which means the directors need to see more of an auditioner, for whatever reason.  This does not signify whether or not a person is cast.  All those who audition will receive a note announcing their position in the show and giving them feedback on what they did well as well as something to work on for future auditions. 
Crew Sign-Up:

All are welcome to sign-up for crew, even those also auditioning and/or cast. Crew sign-ups will be the same week as the auditions and selections will be made and posted along with cast lists. There is no experience required to sign up for any crew. 

(see Job Descriptions pg. for full list.)

Rehearsal Process:


Every rehearsal process is different. Their durations vary but the maximum weekly commitment for regular rehearsals is Monday - Friday 3:45 - 7. This changes for tech and dress rehearsals. The Student and Theatre Directors collaborate and design a process uniquely tailored to the needs of each production. However there will be several things in common to all.  Every straight play will production will strive to include: an off book date, a costume parade, both wet and dry techs, and 1 dress rehearsal.  Every Musical will strive to add a sitzprobe and 3 dress rehearsals: the first for act 1 the second for act 2 and the 3rd for the full show.
Production Process:

Production Meetings:


Though usually during Wednesday lunches, the time of production meetings are decided on by each individual team.  Production meetings are used to discuss that weeks work day and to collaborate or check in on design and build of all areas. Aside from the interviewed production team the following people should also be present: Scenic Charge, Scenic Crew Chief, Properties Master, Costume Chief, Master Electrician, Sound Crew Chief, Head of Publicity, Dramaturgy, and Assistant Stage Manager(s).  

Work Days:


Work Calls are most Saturdays from 8 am to 2pm with a 30 to 45 minute lunch. Work days will be run by the Technical Director with support of the theatre director. The To-Do list for those Days will be decided on at the production meeting prior to the call and the Technical Director will monitor their progress.  
Clean-Up:


Maintaining a clean and organized workspace is necessary for tech and actor work. It also helps keep safety in check. At the end of each work day, each crew will be responsible for cleaning their area well, returning all tools, and sweeping. They will also rotate trash duty every week. The Crew will be released by the Technical Director when all cleaning checklist is complete. Any crew not to finish their weekly clean up must finish it by Monday after school the following week.  If not done on time that crew’s budget will be frozen for the week and they will spend their next work call cleaning.
Costume Parade & Blacks Check:


During this rehearsal the all cast and crew are called. All cast will be displayed in costume for the directors and the costume designers to check progress and make any notes needing to be addressed before tech. The crew will show up in all blacks. The Technical Director will be in charge of making sure all backstage crew have appropriate blacks. 

Tech Rehearsals:


Each production will have three Tech rehearsals: Paper, Dry and Wet Techs. Paper tech is a meeting where the stage manager, lighting designer, sound designer, and scenic designer compile all initial cues into the Prompt Book. It should be a meeting determined by them. 


The two days Dry and Wet Tech Combo happen after school. They run from 3:45 to 9:30. There will be a dinner break. Dry Tech rehearses all technical cues without actors. Wet Tech rehearses all technical cues with actors.  

Dress Rehearsals:


Dress rehearsals are when costumes and makeup are introduced into the play. (at times this may happen simultaneous to tech.) They will run on the same schedule, 3:45 – 9:30 with a dinner break.
Dinner Breaks:

Dinner is provided by an organized potluck by the parents group; though you are always welcome to bring your own.

Show Runs:


All straight shows have a two-week run for a total of 5-6 performances. Curtain, for all evening shows, is at 7:00 check with stage mangers for call times. Musicals run with the same curtain but only have a one week run. 

Strike:


STRIKE IS MANDATORY for all who worked on the production. Strikes occur the Monday following the closing weekend after school. 3:45-7. Strike will also include a post mortem. Schedules and to-do lists for strikes will be provided.
Post Mortem:


Post Mortem is a time for learning and reflection. The production team discusses briefly their personal process and challenges. Then everyone is given the opportunity to write feedback to be assessed by the Theater Director. If you feel that more discussion is needed please set up a meeting with the Theatre Teacher ASAP. 
Classes
Introduction to Acting:

This one-semester course will provide a hands-on introduction to the craft of acting.  Students will focus on the acting process, self-awareness, physical/vocal control, and the ability to offer and receive criticism.  Emphasis is on the preparation aspect of acting rather than on performance.

Improvisational Acting:

This one-semester course will introduce students to the art of improvisation.  Students will develop their ability to react to situations and to trust their instincts.  Acting basics of character development and scene work will be used to build successful improv scenes.

IB Theatre Arts:

The course emphasizes the importance of working individually and as a member of an ensemble.   The theatre course can become a way for students to celebrate the international and intercultural dynamic that inspires and sustains some forms of contemporary theatre.  Theatre will be explored from the perspectives of dramaturg, director, performer, group ensemble, production team, and spectator.  Theatre in the Making, Theatre in the World, and Theatre in Performance are the core elements of the course.

Technical Theater:

This year long course is meant to introduce the students to all aspects of Technical Theatre production with multiple hands on opportunities and understanding of basic techniques.  Students will participate in all phases of production including research, set construction, safety, design, and business management

Drama 1:

Drama I is an introduction to the basics of theatre.  Performance, design and production will accompany learning about theatre history and cultural significance.  From acting and design to directing and playwriting, we will work together to produce both original and established works.  

International Thespian Society 

What is a Thespian?:

"The International Thespian Society (ITS), an honorary group for middle and high school theatre students, is a division of the Educational Theatre Association (EdTA). The mission of ITS is to honor student excellence in the theatre arts. A thespian is a member of this organization. Thespian is the name given to the members.

How to become one?:

Though there are small dues, membership comes from Induction. Inductees are paired with current members and it is that member’s job to advise the Inductee through the process. George Drama requires….
Thespian Awards:
Lettering: 
Upon earning Thespian rank, students will earn a Thespian letter. This letter may be worn on a school jacket or placed in a frame or scrapbook with other Thespian memorabilia. To earn Thespian rank, a student must earn 10 Thespian points. STARS 
Stars:
Stars may be earned for every 10 points above the first 10 up to a total of 50 points (4 stars). Star pins will be award at the end of each year. Students earning 60 points become HONOR THESPIANS and receive appropriate recognition.
Thespian Honor Rank:

	Thespian Honor Rank Summary 
(see the Thespian Troupe Handbook for details) 

	Thespian points earned 
	Thespian rank 
	Honor may be signified by… 

	10 
	Thespian 
	Thespian induction. Membership certificate and induction pin awarded. 

	20–50 
	1- to 4-star Thespian 
	I-guard and 1 to 4 stars are added to induction pin. 1 to 4 paper stars are added to membership certificate. 

	60 
	Honor Thespian 

(5-star Thespian) 
	All stars removed from guard chain. Honor Thespian guard replaces “I” guard. Paper honor bar added to membership certificate. 

	70–110 
	6- to 10-star Thespian 
	One point star added to guard chain for each additional 10 points earned. 

	120 
	National Honor Thespian 

(11-star Thespian) 
	All stars removed from guard chain. National Honor Thespian guard replaces Honor Thespian guard. 

	130–170 
	12- to 16-star Thespian 
	One point star added to guard chain for each additional 10 points earned. 

	180 
	International Honor Thespian (17-star Thespian) 
	All stars removed from guard chain. International Honor Thespian pin replaces National Honor Thespian guard. 


Clubs
Drama Club:


 is a student run club at George Washington High School and the largest student organization at GW. It encases all that is Theatre at GWHS. Drama Club is in charge of the special productions (such as Dessert Theatre and Friday Night Live) that happen outside the regular theatre season, as well as coordinating aspects of the regular season that do not fall within the jurisdiction of the shows’ production staff or the Performing Arts Department at George.


Drama also takes care of community outreach for GW’s theatre program and keeping up interest in theatre at George. Drama Club does all this by putting on numerous exciting events (BBQ, Dessert Theatre, Murder Mystery, Movie Night) throughout the year, designed to make our theatre family bigger and closer.

Get Involved:

Just Show Up. Though BBQ the best event to get to know everyone and have them meet you, drama club thrives off of attendance and dedication. They meet every Thursday.  at lunch in the auditorium weather you make it to BBQ or not all you have to do is show up on a Thursday, say hi, and start coming regularly. There are Dues. However, participation is not dependant on them. Dues buy your ticket to the end of the year Banquet and they increase in price over the year. 
Thespian Troupe:


Our Thespian Troup is comprised of students who have been inducted into the International Thespian Society. Their focus is to follow the induction process, organize the students attending the convention, and spread any information students may need to know about opportunities for them.  

Get Involved:
Thespian Troupe works closely with the Drama club as all inductees come from there. At the very first event, BBQ, they single out all those who have not been inducted but want to and match them with a current thespian. This pairing of "Thespian" and "Inductee" keep in touch throughout the school year. The thespian acts as an advisor on the road of induction. One must achieve 10 points from at least 2 different sections to be inducted. The point break down is appendix on page. 
[panda]MONIUM!: 


is our improve troupe. They are responsible for George Drama's  monthly Improv [p]M! show, as well as occasional shows for other organizations and happenings around the school and environs. 


Auditions:
Auditions are held annually and casting is done by current members. 
Appendix C (Thespian Point Breakdown)
Appendix D (Safety Rules)
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